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Misdiagnosis	

• Many Disorders Share Similar Symptoms.�

• Students May Have Multiple Disorders.�

• Students’ Emotional Reactions To The Frustration Of LD May Be   
Interpreted As Behavior Disorders. �

• Students On The Autistic Spectrum Frequently Are Misdiagnosed As 
Having ADHD Or Oppositional Defiant Disorder.�

• Students With LD Are At High Risk For Expulsion.�

• Students With LD Are Disproportionally Incarcerated.�

• Minority Students Are Disproportionally Identified As Needing Special 
Education. �

• Minority Students Are Disproportionally Expelled�

• Minority Students Are Disproportionally Incarcerated. �



Diagnosis	with	
Common	Symptoms	
•  ADHD	

•  Anxiety	

•  Dyslexia	

•  Dysgraphia	

•  Learning	Disorders		

•  Sensory	Processing	Problems		

•  Opposi>onal	Defiant	Disorder	



Many	Children	With	LD	Have	Not	Been	
Diagnosed	

Many Parents Bring Their Children To 
Counseling For: �
• Anxiety�
• Depression�
• Behavioral Issues �
• School Refusal�
• Low Self-Esteem�

All Of These Are Common Symptoms Of 
Children With LD�



 IQ	Has	Nothing	To	Do	With	Learning	
Disabili>es		

•  Einstein	was	9	years	old	before	he	learned	to	read.		

•  Leonardo	Da	Vinci	wrote	his	notes	backwards.	

•  Charles	Schwab	has	dyslexia.	

•  Thomas	Edison	had	ADHD.	

•  Winston	Churchill	had	a	speech	impediment.	

•  Charles	Darwin	and	Isaac	Newton	had	Asperger’s	Syndrome.	

•  Walt	Disney	&	Jim	Carrey		dropped	out	of	high	school.	

•  Steve	Jobs	&	Bill	Gates	dropped	out	of	college.		



Problems	with	
Diagnosis	

•  Similar	Symptoms	

•  Incorrect	Prior	Diagnosis	
•  Biased	Diagnosis	
•  Over	Reliance	on	RTI		
•  Absence	of	Evalua>on	
•  Lack	of	Individualized	Accommoda>ons	



It’s	All	About		
Access	

•  Before	new	material	can	be	learned		

•  It	has	to	be	received.	
•  	It	has	to	be	understood.	

•  A	learning	disability	can	interfere	with	
that	recep>on.		



We	S>ll	Have	A	Lot	To	Learn	About	
Learning	Disabili>es	



Is	Science	Outpacing	Educa>on?	



Too	Many	Children	With	Learning	
Disabili>es	Are	Falling	Through	the	

Cracks	



LD	Takes	An	Emo>onal	Toll	On	Children	
and	Families	



Difference	Between	IDEA	and	
Sec>on	504	

IDEA �

504�

All Students �All IDEA Students 
Are Also Covered 
By Section 504�

Not All 504 
Students Are 

Covered By IDEA �

IDEA Requires 
Modifications To 
The Educational 

Plan�

504 Requires 
Accommodations To 

Ensure Access To 
The Regular 

Educational Plan�



Dyslexia	Involves	More	Than	Reading	
Words	Backwards	

Students With Dyslexia and ADHD Are Often Only 
Diagnosed With ADHD �



All	Encompassing	



Biggest	Obstacles	

• Copying From The Board�
• Taking Notes �
• Completing Homework�
• Losing Points For Spelling �
• Being Penalized For Organizational Skills �
• Filling In Circles On Scantron�
• Bringing Home The Right Books �
• Too Much Emphasis On Learning Only From Reading �
• Too Much Emphasis Only On Writing To Demonstrate Learning �
• Too Much Emphasis On Weaknesses Instead Of Strengths �



Could	You	Read	This	In	Front	Of	The	Class	?	



How	Many	Words	Can	You	Recognize	
Here?	



Could	You	Copy	This	From	The	
Board?	



Can	You	Read	This?	

•  1st	gr	-Badies	pnimk	nilk	tron	a	do\le.	

•  2nd	gr	-	Ome	bay	im	sunher	Trog	mas	mot	
feeling	moll.	

•  3rd	gr	-	Fisn	gct	oxygem	tron	hte	maten	py	usimg	
het	sillgs	no	the	sibe	ot	hneir	neabs.	



Can	You	S>ll	Read	
This?		

•  4th	gr	-	Arciemf	ciwlllzafioms	pib	hot	nawe	sciemfi>c	
ihtornafior	fo	exblaim	hfe	oausos	ot	eanfnpuakos	

•  5th	gr	–	Cweis	mene	oree	milp	ariwahs	im	Anapia	arb	
Asia,	put	lorg	ago,	fney	mene	qowesfieatcb.	

•  6th	gr	–	Ewcny	ycan	fne	Rcfurm	ot	tne	Smallems	
eclepnafior	fakos	bfaco	em	Wancn	19	af	fno	Wissier	
Sar	Tnau	Oadiscare	ir	Oa>tenria	

•  7th	gr	–	Fnroe	clowerfs	wusf	ecwe	fegofnen	tcn	
govscns	fe	ecoun:	ar	apnubarf	snbplv	ef	mafon,	ar	
irfcmsc	scunco	ct	hoaf,	arp	nripuc	qhnnpirg.	



How	About	This?	

•  8th	gr	–	Oycn	fno	ecnnse	et	nis	
eanoen,	Awcriear	bocf	Reponf	Fnesf	
mnefo	eycn	25	yelnwcs	cf	bocfnv,	mer	
ar	nrdnocoporfcb	tenn	Pnlifzon	
Pnizos,	arp	docawo	enc	ef	fne	wcsf	
poleyop	deefs	ot	fnc	fmorficc	
oerfuny.	



	What	Do	Low	Math	Scores	Indicate?																												



Can	You	Solve	These	Math	Problems?	

•  	1.	Which	is	the	largest	number?	
a.  439,383,946 		
b.  439,383,496	
c.  439,838,466	
d.  439,338,496	

•  2.	Which	of	the	following	is	correct?	
a.  83,389,638	>	83,389,938	
b.  83,893,938	<	83,893,638	
c.  83,893,638	<	83,863,638	
d.  83,893,638	>	83,863,638	



Math	or	Reading	Problem	?	

•  Kimberly	and	Michelle	are	taking	a	4	day	
trip.	They	will	be	leaving	from	Kimberly’s	
house.	It	is	439	kilometers	from	Kimberly’s	
house	to	Lewisville.	It	is	349	kilometers	
from	Lewisville	to	Lakeview,	and	it	is	493	
kilometers	from	Lakeview	to	Smithfield.	
Kimberly	and	Michelle	are	going	to	
Smithfield	and	back.	How	many	kilometers	
will	Kimberly	and	Michelle’s	trip	be?	



Accommodated	
Format	

•  Kimberly	and	Michelle	are	taking	a	4	day	trip.		

•  They	will	be	leaving	from	Kimberly’s	house.	

•  	It	is	439	kilometers	from	Kimberly’s	house	to	Lewisville.	

•  	It	is	349	kilometers	from	Lewisville	to	Lakeview,	and	it	is	
493	kilometers	from	Lakeview	to	Smithfield.	

•  	Kimberly	and	Michelle	are	going	to	Smithfield	and	back.	

•  	How	many	kilometers	will	Kimberly	and	Michelle’s	trip	
be?	
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